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Abstract 
The topic of this thesis is the Irish issue in the light of the Brexit debates. British people 
decided to leave the European Union in referendum in June 2016. Article 50 of the Lisbon 
Treaty was activated 29
th
 of March 2017. Two years long negotiating period started from that 
date. The withdrawal agreement proposal which was approved by all 27 members of the 
European Union was rejected three times by British parliament. Brexit was postponed until 
the end of October of 2019. Future relationship on the island of Ireland with Irish backstop 
became the main barrier of Brexit negotiations. Both sides of negotiations agree on no 
possibility of hard border between Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Both of them 
want to follow The Good Friday Agreement of 1998. On the other hand none of them is 
willing to step aside from their earlier requirements. Theresa May, British prime minister, 
decided to leave the EU Custom Union and the European Single Market resolutely. The EU 
rejected to renegotiate the withdrawal agreement proposal that includes the Irish backstop. 
The Irish backstop guarantee maintaining an open border on the island of Ireland in the event 
that the UK leaves the EU without securing an all-encompassing deal. Great Britain is afraid 
to lost control over its territory. Based on the analysis of attitudes of negotiating actors it 
seems there is only one possibility of Brexit outcome – no deal.  
 
